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Dr. Steve Feagins, medical director at Hamilton County Public Health, praised the actions taken by the family of a 
20-year-old who tested positive for COVID-19. “They’re doing everything right,” he says. ALBERT CESARE/THE ENQUIRER 


First cases hit 
Hamilton Co. 


I Woman in 20s recovering at home with family 
I Man in his 60s admitted to intensive care unit 
I It’s unclear how many people are getting tests 


Scott Wartman and Sarah Brookbank 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Hamilton County’s first two confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 came within a few 
hours of each other Thursday, a sign ofin- 
creased testing and the disease’s likely 
more widespread presence. 

County leaders announced the first 
case, a New York woman in her 20s who 
flew back recently to visit family. 


See HAMILTON CO., Page 11A 
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‘To put 

it very 
bluntly 
stay home’ 


Jackie Borchardt, Sarah Brookbank, 
Sharon Coolidge, Cameron Knight, 
Chris Mayhew and Jason Williams 
Cincinnati Enquirer | USA TODAY NETWORK 


COLUMBUS - Ohio Gov. Mike De- 
Wine said Thursday that he’s essential- 
ly asked Ohioans to stay at home or 
“shelter in place” without mandating it. 

‘Just to put it very bluntly - stay 
home,” DeWine said. “Please stay home 
if you can.” 

DeWine said he’s been asked about 
rumors about martial law, quarantining 
everyone in their home — “none of those 
are true.” 

Several San Francisco-area counties 
and communities in Illinois have im- 
posed “shelter in place” orders that lim- 
it people from leaving their homes ex- 
cept for essential activities. Those typi- 
cally include travel for medical purpos- 
es, grocery shopping, outdoor activity 
(observing social distancing) and work 
at an essential business. 


See CORONAVIRUS, Page 7A 
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I Coronavirus testing answers. 4A 

I School sends home coping info. 5A 

I First responders get child care. 5A 

I Buses run as scheduled — for now. 6A 


I Cincinnati eases parking rules. 6A 


Not everyone in GOPa fan of DeWine 


Scott Wartman 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Cancellation of Ohio’s primary elec- 
tion was the last straw for some in the 
Republican Party. 

While Gov. Mike DeWine and Ohio 
Department of Health Director Dr. Amy 
Acton have garnered praise from Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans, not everyone 
is on board with the government’s re- 
cent measures to curb the spread of the 
novel coronavirus. 

Resistance among some Republican 
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Party outsiders has 
grown online. 

“I have a tough time 
believing (Acton) is for 
the best interest for our 
health,” Melissa Acki- 
son, a Marysville Repub- 
lican running for state 
Senate in north-central 
Ohio, told The Enquirer. 

When DeWine suspended Tues- 
day’s primary, she posted a series of 
videos on Facebook slamming the Re- 
publican governor for abusing his au- 
thority. She called for his impeach- 
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ment. 

“I think man has become so reliant 
on science and the fact they believe 
they can combat a viral situation by 
shutting government down. I dont 
trust what’s happening,” she said. 

These views aren't shared by the Re- 
publican mainstream, and impeach- 
ment is highly unlikely. 

In fact, leadership has distanced it- 
self from those who have discussed the 
possible impeachment of DeWine and 
Acton. 


See GOP, Page 8A 
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Gov. Mike DeWine and Department of 
Health Director Dr. Amy Acton. 
KAREN SCHIELY/AKRON BEACON JOURNAL 
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Grim toll: Italy’s deaths from the new 
coronavirus overtake China’s. 1B 


March sadness 


NCAA faces serious financial issues 
from canceled tourney. Sports, 3C 


Weather 


High 70° I Low 65° 
Light showers. 
Forecast, 2A 
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